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Squeals of excitement 
rang out from the little red 
hilltop school in Lorane, 
where the entire student 
body and staff turned out 
recently to plant a mini-for-
est on land reclaimed from 
Scotch broom. 

But it wasn’t just a good 
time had by the happy kids. 
There were lessons being 
learned. The day was only 
part of a four-week unit on 
forestry for fifth and sixth 
graders taught by Lorane 
Elementary teacher Rod 
Cooper. They were lessons 

made more real, Cooper 
said, by walking through 
the forest in “their own 
backyard” just behind the 
school.

“We were able to go 
over the concepts for that 
day, then go and find it in 
the forest,” Cooper said. “It 
was a good opportunity to 
show them crowding trees 
and a good natural selection 
of trees. By the end, they 
learned that Doug fir is a 
sun tree — without the sun, 
they are going to die. And 
they understand why some 

trees are small and some 
trees are large.”

They also talked about the 
types of trees found in Ore-
gon, and learned about reg-
ulations governing logging 
practices and reforestation, 
about clear-cutting verses 
selective logging and about 
modern logging equipment. 
The unit was reinforced by 
a field trip to the Oregon 
Logging Conference, which 
was sponsored by Women 
in Timber, the Oregon For-
ests Resource Institute and 
Forests Today & Forever. It 

culminated with each child 
planting their own three-
year-old Douglas fir — do-
nated by Roseburg Forest 
Products — on a sunny 
spot of newly cleared land 
between the forest and the 
football field. 

  Now that the trees are 
planted, Cooper said the chal-
lenge is to keep the Scotch 
broom cleared so the new for-
est has a chance to mature. 
With so many children keep-
ing a protective eye on “their 
tree,” the future forest may 
have some  good odds. 

Lorane students study forestry, plant a future forest

This is a little story that begins 
and ends with a woodland trail me-
andering through a local forest. But 
it is also a story of a community 
coming together for its youth.

It began last year, when — af-
ter learning of Jim Hooker’s pass-
ing — Tom Bauman and his wife, 
Lindsay Reeves, graciously offered 

Forests Today & Forever the use of 
the family tree farm near Lorane for 
the 2007 spring Forest Field Days 
(FFD). It was a generous gesture, 
especially since the two were about 
to build their own dream home on 
land Tom had worked as a boy.

For more than 10 years, Forest 
Field Days were held at Jim and 

Carmen Hooker’s mountaintop 
home on Wolf Creek. It is estimated 
that close to 8,000 middle school 
students — along with their teach-
ers and their parent chaperones 
— learned about the complexities of 
sustainable forest management on 

Coming together for a cause — or the tale of a trail

Teacher Rod Cooper talks tree planting technique.

Students head off to plant “their trees” behind the school.

Once again, dedicated 
volunteers are stepping 
up in support of Forest 
Field Days.  Although 
our rosters are not com-
pletely full, they are near-
ly so, and we at Forests 
Today & Forever under-
stand and greatly ap-
preciate our volunteer’s 
commitment, especially 
in light of full schedules 
and tightening budgets. 

This year, more than 
1,200 middle school 
students, their teachers 
and many chaperoning 
parents from Eugene, 
Junction City, Mapleton, 
Florence, Sweet Home 
and Lebanon will spend 

a day on a family tree 
farm learning about the 
complexities of sustained 
forest management.

You are welcome to 
visit one of our events — 
which run through the 
month of May — and 
help us put a friendly 
face on forestry for hun-
dreds of area residents.  
Not only are the field 
days an essential en-
deavor, the excitement 
of the students, teachers 
and parents is contagious 
and fun —even in the 
rain! To volunteer or to 
visit, please contact our 
program coordinator for 
more information. 

Forest Field Days 
are here again!

In February, Forests To-
day & Forever launched a 
new website! It is full of new 
photos and information on 
our programs, our plans 
and our sponsors, along 
with links to our partners 

in forestry education.  As 
before, the address is forest-
stodayandforever.org

Please take a moment to 
visit. Comments and sug-
gestions upon improving 
the site are welcome!

A New Website!

Forests Today & Forever is pleased to announce that the 
Hon. Sen. Ron Wyden will be the guest speaker at the An-
nual Meeting, to be held June 30 at River Ranch Restau-
rant in Eugene. Mark your calendars!

Senator Ron Wyden to 
speak at Annual Meeting

If you’d like to learn more 
about family forest own-
ers and the Oregon Small 
Woodlands Association, 
the organization is hold-
ing its Annual Meeting and 

Howdy Neighbor! Tour on 
April 25th and 26th at the 
Florence Events Center. 
More information is avail-
able by visiting the OSWA 
website at www.oswa.org

Family forest event
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the Hooker homestead.
But after Jim’s death in January 

2007, his family needed time to re-
group, and the Baumans stepped up 
to provide their pristine property as 
a substitute site. And, although Jim’s 
children plan to resume hosting the 
field days in 2009, Tom and Lind-
say are once again welcoming more 
than 880 students to their Territo-
rial Road property beginning at the 
end of April.

But, as with all change, there 
comes some adjustment. 

At the new location, adjusting 
meant creating a recreation trail for 
students to learn about native plants, 
wildlife habitat, forest safety and the 
impacts of public recreation, such as 
the cost of roads, culverts and camp-
grounds. The trail must hold up to a 
river of middle school students with-
out becoming a river of mud, leading 
to mud-caked kids, buses and class-
rooms.  It needed wood chips. Lots 
of them.

Last year, the job took Seneca 
Jones employees, led by FT&F pres-
ident Bill Wynkoop, and Tom Bau-
man, half a week of back-breaking 
work to cover the trail with chips 
generously donated by Weyerhaue-
ser Company and transported gratis 
by Reed’s Fuel and Trucking. Aware 
that the work would need to be re-
peated for 2008, FTF planned to lay 
some groundwork before the winter 
rains set in. 

But winter hit hard and early in 
October and lingered long, refus-
ing to provide a crucial dry spell 
for spreading rock or chips. And 
the slowing lumber market added 
its own twist — the once-abundant 
wood chips had become a scarce and 
expensive commodity. 

With time running out, with a 
limited budget, a woeful supply of 
woodchips and a winter that refused 
to die, FT&F went looking for help. 
And we found it. Those contacted 
responded with concern and a will-

ingness to assist in whatever way 
they could. Some offered knowledge, 
some offered resources, and some of-
fered both. 

We are grateful. Without their 
support — and that of the dedicated 
volunteers who carve out time from 
their busy schedules each year to 
teach — Forests Today & Forever 
could not fulfill its mission of pro-
moting forest stewardship through 
education. 

To those listed below, our heart-
felt thanks for their contributions 
to this project. We are looking for-
ward to a fine spring Forest Field 
Days 2008 because of your contri-
butions.

The Bauman family for the use of 
their property, their tractor, and for 
providing rock for bus parking. 

Don and Kathy Kling of Conser 
Quarry for donating rock for bus 
parking.  

Jim Hallstrom of Zip-O-Logs for 
his excellent suggestions and gener-
ous offer to help with materials.

Ron Dyer of Eugene Water and 
Electric for contributing five units 
of wood chips for the trail, and for 
finding a way to make it work.

Rusty Rexius of Rexius Forest By-
Products for storing and transport-
ing the five units of chips — and for 
making it all work.

Bill Liles of Strata Industries for 
rounding up a work crew.

Mike Emmons of Seneca Sawmill 
for supervising the job and manning 
the tractor.

Oren Posner and Tom Campbell 
of Lane Forest Products for offer-
ing to provide and deliver chips at 
reduced cost.

Bud Tracy of Blachley-Lane Elec-
tric for offering wood chips from 
their tree trimming crews.

Todd Payne of Seneca Sawmill, 
Mike Payne of Weyerhaeuser Com-
pany and Dale Claassen of Swanson 
Group for their direction, knowl-
edge and concern. 

TEAMWORK from page 1 _________________________

Bryan Rohl, a forester for 
Stuntzner Engineering & 
Forestry, showed students 
the tools of the trade at 
the 2008 Oregon Logging 
Conference, where  than 
578 students, teachers and 
parent chaperones from 
nine area schools took an 
educational tour.  The an-
nual event is sponsored by 
Oregon Women in Timber 
and Talk About Trees, the 
Oregon Forests Resource 
Institute and Forests Today 
& Forever. Foresters Dick 
Powell from Starker For-
ests, and Brad Marks from 
PacForest Supply joined 
Rohl, as they do each year, 
to introduce children to 
the field of forestry. 

One long-standing par-
ticipant, teacher Laura 
Wharton of Territorial El-

ementary School, expressed 
appreciation for the educa-
tional opportunity offered 
through the tours.

Thank you so much for 
all the effort you put into or-
ganizing student field trips 
to the Oregon Logging Con-
ference. My students always 
enjoy it and learn a lot from 
their visit. Your presentations 
are interesting and informa-
tive, and the huge machinery 
is awe- inspiring. Please know 
that your efforts to promote 
positive perceptions about the 
importance that logging plays 
in our society, and the safe-
guards that foresters use to 
protect the environment are 
effective and appreciated.

Thank you,
 Laura Wharton

Territorial Elementary

Forester Bryan Rohl teaches students at the OLC tours. 

OLC tours well attended,  
appreciated by teachers

In previous newsletters, 
we’ve introduced the reader-
ship to the men and women 
serving on the Board of Di-
rectors for Forests Today & 
Forever. We continue that 
introduction with our two 
final members — one who 
has been help-
ing guide the 
organization for 
more than six 
years, and one 
who joined just 
last year, but who 
has given many 
hours of his time 
as a volunteer. 

Dwight Dzi-
erzek has been 
with FT&F since 
2002, and he has 
served as trea-
surer since 2004. 
Dzierzek has 
spent the past 
18 years with the 
Northwest Com-
munity Credit 
Union, where he 
has fostered and 
managed more 
than 700 busi-
ness relationships for the 
company. Although his du-
ties are wide-ranging, his 
focus is on the one-on-one 
relationship with his clients 
and their employees — as-
suring that they receive the 
specific products and ser-
vices tailored to their indi-
vidual needs.

When not involved in the 
business world, Dzierzek 
enjoys exploring the beauti-
ful Oregon Coast with his 
family. A native of Texas, he 
and his wife, Debby, live in 
Medford, OR, where they’ve 
raised their three sons.

Dzierzek brings his con-
siderable connections and 
“people skills” to the FT&F 
board because, he says, he 
believes that, “The Educa-
tion of our kids about the 
forest and our resources is 
so important for the future 

of this state and 
for its history.”

Dave Cramsey 
joined in 2007 af-
ter many seasons 
as a volunteer for 
Forest Field Days 
and the Forest 
Discovery Tour 
program. 

The Pennsyl-
vania native lives 
with his wife and 
two children in 
Veneta, where 
he is the Dis-
trict Forester for 
Roseburg Forest 
Products at their 
Vaughn Road lo-
cation. 

 Cramsey 
moved to Oregon 
to attend college 
in 1988 after 

working in horticulture and 
urban forestry in California. 
He graduated from OSU 
with a BS in Forest Man-
agement in 1991.

  “I enjoy the energy FTF 
generates,” Cramsey says. 
“And I broadly support the 
mission. Taking time to 
teach young people about 
forestry is not only impor-
tant, it is simply a lot of 
fun.” 

  He is looking forward 
to learning more about how 
FT&F operates and be-
ing involved in taking the 
group’s efforts to new levels.

Meeting the Board

Dwight Dzierzek

Dave Cramsey


